How important was the motive of deterrence in the crafting of the Treaty of Versailles? EYA.


Many factors contributed to the crafting of the Treaty of Versailles, the main ones being the motive of deterrence, revenge and national interests. All of these factors had affected the treaty in a certain way. However, the motive of deterrence was not as important as compared to the other factors, especially the factor of national interests, which held more importance in crafting the Treaty of Versailles. The motive of deterrence was part of national interests, therefore though the motive of deterrence was a factor, it held less importance than the other two main factors.


The motive of deterrence was an important contributor to the crafting of the Treaty of Versailles, but it was not as important as the other factors. The motive of  deterrence was to deter a possible German attack on France, so the French Prime Minister Georges Clemenceau wanted to impose policies deliberately meant to cripple Germany militarily, politically, and economically so as to weaken it, thus it would never to be able to invade France again. This factor was also meant to deter a political imbalance among the continents, as Britain Prime Minister David Lloyd-George was aware that if the demands made by France were carried out, France could become the most powerful force on the continent, and a delicate political balance could be unsettled. Lastly, the motive of deterrence was to ensure peace; no war which the Germans may spring on in revenge of a harsh treaty. The United States took a more conciliatory view toward the issue of German reparations; the American Leaders wanted to avoid future wars, as they feared that an overly-harsh treaty would make future wars more likely, as well as to ensure the success of future trading opportunities and favourably collect on the European debts. This also shows that there were disagreements among the former Allied powers; they had different views as to how to deal with Germany with the treaty. The Big 3 had to decide and agree on what was the best approach in dealing with Germany; how harsh or how mild the policies of the Treaty of Versailles should be in order to bring about deterrence, war being the main concern. Nevertheless, the treaty ended up being a very harsh settlement, which goes to show that the motive of deterrence may have held concerns, but was superseded by the factors of revenge and national interests, hence was not very important. France was the only Power which sought revenge and hence wanted harsh policies in order to punish Germany, but Britain and the USA did not intend to impose harsh policies – Britain's Prime Minister just wanted to justify the wrongdoings of Germany during the war using the treaty, but did not want harsh policies crafted for the purpose of vengeance, and the US President Woodrow Wilson just sought for peace by avoiding future possible wars, hence did not want to impose such an overly-harsh treaty on Germany. However, as the final draft of the Treaty of Versailles had rather harsh clauses, it is evident that revenge and national interests eventually held more significance and importance than deterrence.

Another factor that influenced the clauses of the Treaty of Versailles was the factor of revenge. This did have some effect, but this was not the main motive behind the clauses of the Treaty of Versailles. Of the Big Three, only Clemenceau had wished for revenge, and revenge was not a common motive. Clemenceau had wished for revenge upon Germany as most of the fighting had occurred on French soil. However, he was the only one who had wished for revenge, as Woodrow Wilson hoped to craft a treaty which complied to the 14 points, and not a treaty that sought revenge against Germany. David Lloyd-George wished to punish Germany, but not to seek revenge. Although revenge was not a common motive, Clemenceau was a fierce debater, and ensured that his opinions were heard and respected. Also, Woodrow Wilson and David Lloyd-George had to comply with public opinion in their various countries. As such, Clemenceau’s opinions were heard, resulting in the war guilt clause, the reparations clause, as well as some of Germany’s loss of territory. It had affected some of the clauses, but not majority of them. Although the motive of revenge was present, it was not as important as that of national interests as it was mainly Clemenceau’s motive, and not of Wilson’s and Lloyd-George’s.
The main motive behind the crafting of the Treaty of Versailles is the national interests of the ‘victorious’ countries. This was also the common motive of the Big Three. Deterrence was part of the national interests of France and Britain, as deterring another war would help to maintain peace in Europe, which was something that people wished for after World War 1. Disarmament ensured that Germany was too weak to start another war. The reparations also helped the ‘victorious’ countries to pay their war debts to America incurred during the war. Weakening Germany ensured that Britain retained her position as the main power of Europe. This was an important motive behind many of the clauses of the Treaty of Versailles, as can be seen from how most of the clauses contributed to the national interests of the ‘victorious’ countries. The financial clause helped the countries pay war debts and the military clause ensured that Britain maintained control of the seas. The leaders believed that this was the way to maintain peace in Europe, and peace in Europe would mean peace for their own countries as well. As most of the clauses in the Treaty of Versailles were crafted as a result of national interests, this was the most important motive behind creating the Treaty.  

In conclusion, the motive of deterrence, although had some effect on the Treaty, was not as important as that of other factors in the crafting of the Treaty. The motive of national interests superceded the motive of deterrence, as well as the motive of revenge. This can be seen from how Lloyd-George had went along with Clemenceau’s proposed, overly-harsh policies for the treaty despite the need for deterrence, and also how Lloyd-George had not wished for revenge on Germany, as he knew that Germany “would be the only country in central Europe that could stop the spread of communism if it burst over the frontiers of Russia” [http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/treaty_of_versailles.htm]. This was in line with the national interests of Britain. Thus, we can see that national interests was the most important motive behind the crafting of the Treaty of Versailles.
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